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Conditions Unfavorable

NIOC Official
Confirms

Gas exploration projects on
4,300-meter well.

TEHRAN, Dec. 14--A
senior hydrocarbon
industry official here on
Wednesday confirmed
reports that a giant gas
field has been discov-
ered off the Persian Gulf
island of Kish.

Seyyed Mahmoud
Mohaddes, the National
Iranian Oil Company's
(NIOC) director for
exploration affairs, told
ILNA that details of the
latest finding will be
announced in  two
months as information
remains sketchy at pres-
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Kish Island began a year ago following the drilling of a

ent.

"Unless exploration
studies are completed,
we cannot announce our
estimates about the gas
field's reserves,” he said,
adding, however, that it
is unlikely that the field
will have more gas than
South Pars.

Also  speaking to
ILNA, Hossein
Roshandel, deputy head
of the NIOoC
Explorations  Affairs
Department, said early
estimates show the field
has huge gas reserves.

He said the final tests
have to be carried out
before determining the
amount of the deposits,
stressing that the results
of ongoing studies will
be made public soon.

“"We are trying to be
careful about the fig-
ures," he said.

Gas exploration proj-
ects on Kish Island
began a year ago follow-
ing the drilling of a
4,300-meter well.

It is assumed that the
reserve is larger than the
island itself.
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Invitation for Prequalification

For Fresh Chinese Investments

TEHRAN, Dec. 14--A
member of board of
directors of Iran-China
Chamber of Commerce
has said that conditions
have not yet been pre-
pared for undertaking
fresh joint investment
between the two coun-

Software Exports Will Reach $15m

TEHRAN, Dec. 14--
Export of software has
exceeded $11 million
since March, said the vice
chairman of Association
of Software Exporters
here  on  Wednesday,
adding that the figure is
expected to reach $15
million by March 2006.
Mohammad Reza Talaei
told ILNA that Iranian
software products are
exported to Germany,
Syria, Zimbabwe and
Central Asian republics,
stressing that the national
software industry is will-
ing to export to the
Canadian market as well.
"Except for Americans
and European firms run
by Americans, which do
not want to cooperate
with Iran, we are ready to
export software products
to other countries,” he
said,  adding  that
Afghanistan is one of the
best target markets for
Iranian software products.
The official said that
talks are underway with
Iraq to export software
products to the war-rav-
aged country.

He called on the govern-
ment to support the sector

Tender No.: 31-32-80219-53-047

National Iranian South Qilfields Company intends to
purchase the following goods:

Description/Remarks

Seamless line pipe suitable for
sour gas service

Vendors intending to take part in the a/m tender are
requested to send their resume/tender letter to NISOC
Foreign Purchasing Dept. via fax/mail to the following
address not later than December 27, 2005.

Applicants should have relevant background in supplying
the required goods and capable of providing a bid bond
for USD 20,000/RIs.170,000,000 in favor of NISOC.

Foreign Purchasing Dept.,

Kouy-e-Fadaeian Islam (New Site)
Bldg. No. 104, Ahvaz, Iran

Tel./Fax No.: +98-611-4457437
Buyer ref: S 101

Public Relations Office
WWW.Nisoc.ir
www.shana.ir

tries.

Majid Reza Hariri told
ILNA that plans to estab-
lish a permanent Chinese
trade center in one of the
northern Iranian free
trade zones is still on
hold.

He pointed out that

by facilitating the partici-
pation of Iranian experts
in international exhibi-
tions and setting up soft-
ware marketing offices in
other countries.

An e-commerce expert
said earlier that presence

since the two countries
are unwilling to launch
the projects and abandon
them half way through,
they will not take any
measure until suitable
grounds are created.
Hariri said that the vol-
ume of bilateral econom-

in Afghanistan's software
market is a golden oppor-
tunity for Iranian compa-
nies.

Ramin Erfanian, who
heads the eCommerce
Promotion Organization,
further said that Iranian

Software exports doubled in the year to March 2005 to reach $10.9

million.
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ir Arabia, UAE's national carrier and
‘ * the first low fares airline in the Middle

East, has revolutionized air travel in
and around the region. Growing at a tremen-
dous pace, with new destinations, we are
always recruiting professionals to cater to
the travel needs of our valued customers.
Some of the key responsibilities that the
candidate will be expected to handle are:

© Plan and implement sales and marketing
strategies for Air Arabia.

O create awareness and develop the busi-
ness.

© Liase with all government bodies.

© widen distribution networks and identify
new revenue channels.

The candidate will also be responsible for
airport operations and customer service.

To successfully meet the challenges of the
job, you will need to be a dynamic, out of the
box thinker with excellent leadership and
decision making abilities. Five to seven
years of experience in a similar capacity, in
an airliner or hospitality industry is prefer-
able. It is imperative that you possess excel-
lent communication skills both in English
and Farsi.

The airline offers competitive salary and
benefits.

Applications should reach us within ten
days from the date of the advertisement.
You can send us your CV along with a recent
passport size photograph to recruit-
ment@airarabia.com

clearly indicating the position and reference
number in the email subject line.
Alternatively post your application to P.O.
Box 132, Sharjah.

For further information on our service, kind-
ly visit our website: www.airarabia.com
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ic exchanges is expected
to reach $10 hillion by
March, 2006, of which $6
billion materialized in the
March-September period.

He noted the volume of
transactions with Chinais
largely dependent on oil
price fluctuations since

software companies have

an  advantage  over
Pakistani, Arab and
Indian firms in
Afghanistan's  market

given the shared culture
and language of the two
nations.

While Iran has only a
few major software com-
panies, it can play a vita
role in meeting the
Afghan demand for soft-
ware products, he said.

There are 500 software

oil and its derivatives
make up 50 percent of
trade exchanges between
the two countries.

A private trade delega-
tion attended the seminar
on investment opportuni-
ties in Iran in China late
November.

companies in lran, sug-
gested statistics released
by the Secretariat of the
High Council of
Information
Dissemination earlier.

The report indicated that
the software market has
grown by 41 percent per
annum over the past two
years.

Software exports dou-
bled in the year to March
2005 to reach $10.9 mil-
lion.

Gas, Power
Exchange With
Armenia Planned

TEHRAN, Dec. 14--Nationa Iranian Gas Export
Company has reportedly reached an agreement with
Armeniaunder which it will export gasto theformer Soviet
republic in exchange for electricity import from that coun-

ry.

Massoud Hojjat, vice chairman of Tavanir Power

Generation, Transmission and Distribution Company, told
ISNA that the exchanges will undertaken as part of efforts
to bolster hilateral cooperation, adding that the amounts are
not high enough to have animpact on the two countries gas

and power supplies.

He said that the construction of gas pipeline and power
transmission lines have started, adding that Nationa
Iranian Gas Export Company will deliver power to Tavanir

at the border with Armenia.

The officid sad that Iran and Armenia exchange power
in certain seasons, adding that Iran has started exporting
electricity to that country since last month and that it will

continue until spring.

"Exchange of power with Armeniais not like buying and
sdling a product as we export the same amount of power
that we have received from that country in summer,” he

said.

Earlier thismonth, awind power plant built by Iran under
a$3.5 million assistance was inaugurated in Armenia

Armenian President Robert Kocharyan praised Iranian
experts for constructing and inaugurating the first wind
power plant in that country, underlining the need for further
expansion of all-out tieswith Iran.

He also called for more joint investment projects.

OPEC
May Cut Supply

TEHRAN, Dec. 14--
Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries
(OPEC) will meet in
Vienna in late January to
discuss a possible cut in
supply, said Oil Minister
Seyyed Kazem Vaziri-
Hamaneh here  on
Wednesday.

According to ISNA, the
minister told reportersupon
ariva from Kuwait City,
where he attended the
OPEC ministerial meeting,
that OPEC member-states
came to the conclusion that
the oil supply-demand situ-
aion is balanced at present
and that there is no need to
maintain the two-million-
barrel spare oil stocks.

"We ae expecting
demand to fall in coming
months," he said, adding
that OPEC will decide
about whether or not to cut
supply in its extreordinary
mesting in late January.

He sad the organization
once again failed to reach a
consensus on the nominee
for secretary general,
stressing that the issue will
be discussed in the regular
OPEC meseting in March.

Vaziri-Hamaneh said the
organization will have to
cut supply in the second
cquarter of 2006 to prevent a
possible drop in prices.

"We (Iran) believe that
the $50-a-barrel range is
not high," he said, adding
that the organization will
react strongly to possible
decreasein ol prices.

"Pricesarelikely to fal at
the end of the cold season,”
he said, adding that the
OPEC decision in Kuwait
to stabilize output was pru-
dent.

Top oil exporter Saudi
Arabia and OPEC's presi-
dent sought to reassure
consumers on Tuesday that
their oil needs would be
met despite an OPEC deal
that builds a case for an
output cut in spring.

QOil raced above $61 after
OPEC, which supplies a
third of the world's crude
said on Monday that an
offer to sell all its two mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd)
of spare oil would lapse at
year-end. It also moved to
pull output within an offi-
cia 28 million bpd limit
and said the group would
meet again on January 31,
earlier than expected.

For months OPEC has
been pumping at the high-
est rate for 25 years in
response to near-record
prices that are filling oil

producers’ coffers but hurt-
ing world economic
growth.



