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Ethical Cinema
Noted Iranian filmmaker Tahmineh Milani said a renaissance should

> > take place for the revival of Iran’s ethical cinema.
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I n Case You Missed

Skeletons of 8 Kings, Kin
Found inJiroft

Archeologists have discovered the skeletons of eight an-
cient kings and their family members in Kenar Sandal Cas-
tle in Jiroft.

According to CHN, a member of the archeology team
excavating in Jiroft, Nader Soleimani, made the above

comment in the second archeological gathering on Jiroft
held at Kerman University.

“In ancient times, corpses of kings, princes and their
family members were put in Silent Towers and ordinary
people were buried in ordinary graves. After examining the
skeletons, we reached the conclusion that we have discov-
ered a Silent Tower and that the skeletons did not belong to
ordinary people,” Soleimani added

The Silent Tower covers an area of 800 square meters.
It is not yet clarified to what century the Silent Towers be-
long.

Golden Enameling
Technology Revived

Isfahan’s pottery maestro, Esmaeel Shiran, has revived
golden enameling technology (Zarrin Fam), by using an
electric furnace.

Deputy head of the provincial Cultural Heritage, Handi-
crafts and Tourism Department Ahmad Adib said this
technology dates back to the Islamic period and its zenith
was during the rule of Seljuk and Ilkhanid eras. “During
Timurid and Safavid reign, this art was enfeebled. After
the lapse of a long time, this technology has been revived
by maestro Shiran,” Adib told IRNA.

He noted that the only written document about enam-
eling technology pertains to eighth century AH.

Adib further recalled that maestro Shiran has spared
no effort to transfer his invaluable experiences to the
younger generation by launching a scientific pottery
laboratory.

Pottery is among the most ancient artistic endeavors. In
fact, experts determine the historical precedence of vari-
ous civilizations on the basis of the pottery discovered in
different places. The first pottery belongs to 8000 BC.

Iranian, German Museums
To Cooperate

Iran’s National Museum Curator Mohammad Reza Mehran-
dish said that the museum seeks to promote the rich Iranian
culture, arts and civilization through holding exhibitions of
ancient relics in other countries.

“In line with this policy, establishing links with countries
that have invaluable experiences in maintaining museums,
such as Germany, is very important,” Mehrandish told cura-
tor of Baden state’s museum in the city of Karlsruhe, Mor-
gen.

He added that the grounds for expansion of cooperation
between two museums in various arenas have been paved,
repoted MNA.

Mehrandish opined that correct recognition of history of
countries by means of the items showcased in museums will
lead to expansion of cordial bonds among different nations.

The Iranian official also said, “We intend to hold an exhi-
bition on the arts of Safavid era in the UK and another exhi-
bition on the Iranian works of the Islamic period in Austria.”

Mehrandish noted that displaying artifacts will not be the
yardstick for the museum’s exhibitions.

“Itis important to introduce Iran from different angles. In
addition to showcasing items we must promote diverse tra-
ditions and arts of the country,” he added.

Morgen, for his part, said, “Iranian civilization and cul-
ture is a source of pride and glory for the entire human race.
However, the German public does not know much about it.”

He pointed out that since in German school books no
mention is made of the history and civilization of Iran,
holding an exhibition on Iranian artistic works can be an
effective step for promoting Iranian culture and civiliza-
tion.

ranian Courtyards

bout 8,000 years ago, Iranians lived in

buildings with compounds. However,

it took 6,000 years for the evolution of
buildings and houses with complete central com-
pound area.

According to Caroun website, courtyard, in var-
ious historical eras, has had one or more applica-
tions.

The most primitive way of encircling a refuge
inside a stockade could be seen in the stone fences
of Azarbaijan. Those stockades, though not high
have a sign of distinguishing the limit of owner-
ship by constructors. Such stockades still could be
seen in regions of Iran such as Gilan plains.

A courtyard has been discovered as a connected
element among spaces in ancient houses of Tap-
peh Zagheh (6th millennium BC)

Houses consist of two parts “compound” and
“covered” with residential spaces and non-resi-
dential places. The former (residential) was di-
vided into two sectors for sleeping and daily ac-
tivities, keeping livestock or storing agriculture
products. All houses had two or three courtyards.

> Ancient Yards

A sample of a very simple yarded house, with
one single room and small storehouse, is consid-
ered a primitive type of a compound. Very near to central yard is a
building named ‘Sakhteman Soukhteh’ (meaning: burnt building), in
‘Tappeh Hessar’ of Damghan. This building has had a defensive stock-
ade, tower and rampart in distances. Various spaces like central hall,
storages, kitchen and other rooms opened toward the yard.

Another building named ‘Sakhteman Soukhteh’ in the ancient hill
of Hassanlou, (800-1000 B.C.) was also constructed with a yard. A
lateral characteristic of this building is two yards with one residential
space.

Chogha Zanbil in Shoush, Khuzestan province, was first built with
a central courtyard. This building had a central courtyard in lower
floors; each yard had reposing space, bathroom and kitchen around it.
Probably houses in the ancient city also had an open (or closed) cen-
tral space, so that other spaces opened toward it.

Parthian buildings also utilized central courtyard in their architec-
ture, their remaining works in Kuh Khajeh in Sistan and Ashur con-
firms the aspect.

In Kuh Khajeh, the building of a palace with central yard and two
verandas has been excavated. Some parts of the palace opened to the
yard, but had no opening.

Assyrian Palace of the first and second centuries BC also had the
same specification in the plan, with four verandas on four sides of the
yard. Iranian architecture researchers have introduced this design as a
pattern for construction of Four-Veranda Mosque with a central yard
at the onset of Islam.

The same method of construction was applied later, such as the fire
temple of Firouzabad. This building has three domes, lateral spaces

and also a central yard.

Sassanids, in continuation of Parthian buildings, constructed big
buildings with yards, like “Sarvestan Palace”, “Kasra Palace” in Tis-
foun and “Khosro Palace™ in Qasr-e Shirin.

> Islamic Era Yards

This type of construction (building with a central yard) was also
popular in the Islamic era and some big mosques at the beginning
of Islam were built in this way. Some important works of the early
Islamic era were constructed by using such design patterns, includ-
ing Mosque of Fahraj (8th century AD.) and Tarikhaneh Mosque of
Damghan.

In the subsequent periods, distinct samples of Iranian mosques were
introduced with four verandas and a central yard.

There is no evidence of such house plans in Iran in the early Islamic
era, but it is probable that in some parts of the country, houses were built
by focusing more on the interior. Houses of two remote buildings in
Groan and Seraph also have yards.

One of the most ancient houses, which has remained from 14th centu-
ry AD, in Iran, is House of Taw-e Boland, in Nevadan Quarter of Yazd.
The house has a vestibule and spiral corridor. Main fronts of the house
are in two sections, sun-looking and sun backed; some areas were built
in eastern and western fronts; one of the particularities of this house
is application of four-section-ceiling as a cover for some areas of the
house.

There are many houses with yards remaining from Safavid era in Is-
fahan. Shiraz has also many houses from Zand era. Also, one could find
pretty houses, especially in Kashan, Shiraz, Yazd and other cities, dating
back to the Qajar era, in which the central yard is formed by setting side
by side the various spaces of the house.

Caravansary Renovated

In line with the drive to renovate Fars province’s historical and cultural
buildings, Zaki Khani Caravansary, located in Zargan, has been reno-
vated.

Zargan Municipality and the provincial Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism Department co-sponsored the renovation.

The caravansary has one square-shaped courtyard. It seems that it origi-
nally had four balconies. However, today only the western balcony remains,
the Persian daily ‘Iran’ reported.

There are four halls around the building. The architectural style used
shows that symmetry was heeded by its builders in the most pertinent man-
ner. This is quite evident in the design of the decorative arches of the edifice.

The brickworks of the building are reminiscent of the architectural style
prevalent from the era of Seljuk to Safavid. The building’s ceiling is still in
a good shape despite the passage of a few centuries. The main construction
materials used are brick and stone. Plaster is used for the interior decora-
tions. The caravansary was registered as national heritage in 2006.




