2

Lebanon unity government welcome

Feb. 18, 2014

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Marzieh Afkham Sunday welcomed the
formation of a compromise government by Lebanon’s Prime Ministerdesignate Tammam Salam after months of political deadlock.

National

Upside/Downside
Minister: Religious concerns over
top movie to be addressed

Energy key to global interaction
P

Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance vowed to address
concerns expressed by religious authorities over an awardwining movie at the Fajr International Film Festival.
Ali Jannati said on Monday that all worries sparked off by
‘Resurrection’, a big-budget movie directed by renowned
filmmaker Ahmad Reza Darvish, will be removed before it
hits the silver screen, IRNA reported.
The comment came a day after Leading cleric Ayatollah
Nasser Makarem Shirazi warned against ‘blaspheming Islamic sanctities’ and ‘crossing redlines’.
The movie, which narrates the story of Karbala tragedy, depicts the face of several companions of the third Shia Imam,
the most significant of whom, Imam Hussein’s (AS) brother
Hazrat Abbas and his son Hazrat Ali Akbar.
The practice goes against an Islamic belief which bans
showing the face of holy persons.

Man set self-immolation outside
Oil Ministry
An Oil Ministry employee set himself on fire on Monday in
front of the ministry’s building in Tehran.
Media reports said a “58-year-old man” burnt himself while
President Hassan Rouhani was attending a high-level meeting
inside the ministry.
An Oil Ministry spokesman confirmed the self-immolation
but stressed that the incident took place after the president had
left the building.
The protester was whisked to a nearly hospital and was in
stable condition despite suffering 55 percent burns.
The man’s motive for self-immolation was not immediately
known.

Majlis to impeach roads minister
A group of lawmakers set in motion a bill to impeach the minister of Roads and Urban Development, the latest in a series of
actions against the administration of President Hassan Rouhani.
MP Abdolreza Azizi told ISNA on Monday that 13 deputies
put their signatures on the impeachment motion to bring Abbas Akhoundi to the legislative chamber.
Azizi said the measure was taken after the minster cancelled
a one-billion-euro project to construct a railway linking the
northeastern city of Mashhad in Khorasan Razavi province to
Gorgan, the capital of northern Golestan province.
The Majlis has summoned several ministers including the
foreign minister, economy minister and the culture minister,
for explanation over their performances since President Hassan Rouhani took office in August.
Grilling ministers by legislators has become a source of
friction between the government and the Majlis.
President Hassan Rouhani has criticized lawmakers for repeatedly dragging his ministers to the Majlis for grilling.

Qatar supports Iran’s right to
peaceful N-energy
Qatari Foreign Minister Khalid bin Mohammad Al Attiyah
has voiced his country’s support for Iran’s right to peaceful
nuclear technology.
In a Sunday meeting with Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
for Arab and African Affairs Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, who
is in Qatar on an official visit, Al Attiyah said Doha has always
supported Tehran’s right to civilian nuclear energy.
Iran’s positive approach toward the Persian Gulf littoral
states has provided numerous opportunities, said the Qatari
minister.
Al Attiyah further called for the enhancement of ties between Tehran and Doha and hoped to visit Tehran in the near
future.
Amir-Abdollahian, for his part, said relations between Tehran and the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council (PGCC) states
are further developing.
The Iranian official also said the formation of a joint political committee is on the agenda of both countries, adding bilateral consultations play a key role in settling regional crises.
He described extremism in the region as a hindrance to
progress and collective security, expressing hope for further
enhancement of Tehran-Doha relations.
Cooperation with PG states
Earlier on Sunday, Amir-Abdollahian also met Qatari Assistant for Foreign Affairs Mohamed bin Abdullah al-Rumaih
during which he expressed Tehran’s readiness to expand political and economic cooperation with Doha.
During the meeting, the deputy foreign minister said Tehran
is determined to expand cooperation with the Persian Gulf littoral states.
“Expanding ties with the regional countries and the Persian
Gulf Cooperation Council is the principled policy of Iran,” he
said.
Rumaih, for his part, called for the expansion and enhancement of ties between the two countries, and welcomed new
rounds of regional talks between Tehran and Doha.
He also said Qatar has always favored an advanced, developed and stable Iran. Amir-Abdollahian will also visit Oman
for talks on regional developments.
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President Hassan Rouhani (R) meets Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh (C) during an unannounced visit to the Oil Ministry on
February 17, 2014.

Tehran warns Pakistan to secure borders
Iran has asked Pakistan to secure
its borders, Interior Minister Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli said Monday.
“We have demanded Pakistan to
provide security of its borders. We
save the right to intervene for ourselves in the event that Pakistan
does not act to secure borders,”
Rahmani Fazli said on state TV,
Mehr News Agency reported.
Rahmani Fazli’s remarks come
a week after five Iranian border
guards were kidnapped by Jaishul-Adl terrorists in Jakigour region in Iran’s southeastern province of Sistan-Baluchestan and
taken to Pakistani territory.
Iran had asked Pakistan to treat
the case ‘strongly and seriously’
or allow Iran to secure the remote
region ‘deep on Afghanistan and
Pakistan soil’.
“Otherwise we do consider it
our own right to intervene and
create a new security sphere for
our safety,” he said.
He said Iran will not wait for
action by Pakistan government on
terrorist groups.

“Pakistan and Afghanistan have
been safe havens for terrorist
groups and international gangs, so
we see sometimes sabotage in our
border with these two countries,”
added the minister.
Video shows guards
Meanwhile, a new footage
showed the five Iranian border
guards abducted by the Jaish-ulAdl Takfiri terrorist group in good
health.
The video first broadcast by
Saudi Arabia’s Al-Arabiya TV
channel and then posted online on
Sunday shows first sergeant Jamshid Danaifar sitting in the middle
of the other four abducted Iranian
border guards, saying they are in
good health and urging the Iranian
government to help release them,
Press TV reported.
The Islamic Republic has asked
Interpol to prosecute those responsible for the abduction.
Meanwhile, Iranian and international activists have begun a
campaign known as ‘Free Iranian

UNODC lauds Iran efforts
on drug demand reduction
Representative of United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) in Iran, Leik Boonwaat has praised Iranian non-governmental organizations’ efforts in drug demand reduction.
“The active engagement of NGOs has contributed substantially to the success of demand reduction activities in
the country,” IRNA quoted Boonwaat as saying on Monday.
Addressing the opening ceremony of a meeting, the UN
official said the Iranian Drug Control Headquarters has
been encouraging the involvement of NGOs in drug demand reduction and harm reduction issues.
He pointed out that NGOs in Iran are working in all areas of demand reduction and HIV control, a press release
issued by the UN Information Center (UNIC) said.
Boonwaat said NGOs mobilize communities, in favor
of the prevention of drug use, provide treatment as well
as rehabilitation for individuals. He added that NGOs are
providing commendable services in drop in-centers and
outreach programs accessing hard to reaching drug users
in many parts of the country.
“The NGOs also play an active role in advocacy and
raising awareness in support of drug control,” the UNODC official said.
“In the last 15 years, the Islamic Republic of Iran has
attained groundbreaking achievements in programs to
contain the problems of HIV and drugs in the various
areas of prevention, treatment and care in communities
and prisons,” Boonwaat said, adding that millions of
Iranians have taken part in drug prevention programs
and hundreds of thousands of Iranians suffering from
drug use have access to drug treatment and harm reduction services.
The purpose of the Regional Consultative Meeting towards Networking of Drug Demand and Harm Reduction
NGOs is to support the formal networking of the regional
non-governmental organizations active in the field of drug
demand reduction and harm reduction.
NGO representatives from Afghanistan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan participated in the three-day seminar
at the Iranian Center for International Conferences.

Soldiers’ on social media websites, calling for the release of five
Iranian border guards.
On Saturday, Interior Minister
Rahmani Fazli held Pakistan accountable for the kidnapping.
President Hassan Rouhani has
called for an investigation into
the incident, tasking the Foreign
Ministry with taking the necessary measures to implement a
border security agreement with
Pakistan.
On October 25, 2013, Jaishul-Adl killed 14 Iranian border
guards and wounded six others in
the border region near the city of
Saravan in Sistan-Baluchestan.
In February 2013, Iran and Pakistan signed a security agreement, under which both countries
are required to cooperate in preventing and combating organized crime, fighting terrorism and
countering the activities that pose
a threat to the national security of
either country.
Iran has repeatedly called on
Pakistan to comply with the terms
of the agreement.

Envoy: Iran seeks...
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Asked what Russia could supply in exchange for the
oil, Sanaei said the sides were discussing a number of possibilities including the construction of small oil refineries,
Russian investment in gas fields and supplies of electricity.
In addition to the possibility of Russia building a second reactor at Bushehr, he said Tehran was interested in
supplies of heavy trucks or their assembly in Iran, and
other items.
“Iran is interested in buying a huge amount of railroad
tracks from Russia, as well as Russian involvement in the
electrification of its railways. We are also interested in
Russian grain.”
Western nations fear an oil-swap deal would badly hurt
efforts to forge a permanent agreement ensuring Iran’s nuclear program could not be used to make weapons in exchange for sanctions relief. An interim deal was reached
in January.
A top US official said this month she believed the
oil-for-goods swap would not go ahead in the near future after the United States warned both sides it would
make reaching a nuclear agreement ‘more difficult if
not impossible’.
Sanaei dismissed the US concerns and said Russia
should do the same, warning that European nations
have sent business delegations to Iran and that Moscow
risked losing lucrative opportunities if it failed to act
fast.
“Our Russian friends, who have stood by us at difficult
moments, should have advantages on the Iranian market
... But Russian companies must hurry to get into their
niche in our market and not hesitate out of fear of western
sanctions,” he said.
Russia approved four rounds of UN Security Council
sanctions against Iran over its nuclear program but has
sharply criticized additional measures imposed by the
United States and European Union, calling them counterproductive.
The United States for years urged Russia to scrap its
contract to build Bushehr, saying the project could help
Tehran develop nuclear weapons capability. However, a
deal requiring Iran to return spent fuel to Russia greatly
eased those concerns.

resident Hassan Rouhani said Monday that
energy plays a key role in interacting with the
world based on national interests of all coun-

tries.
The president made the remarks in a meeting with
Minister of Oil Bijan Namdar Zanganeh during an
unannounced visit to the Oil Ministry.
The meeting was also attended by senior officials
of the ministry, IRNA reported.
Rouhani said he wants to become familiar with
the achievements and problems of the Oil Ministry
in view of its key role in national development.
“Today, Iran has the world’s largest gas reserves,”
he said, adding that the country also has the biggest
oil resources in the entire globe.
The president reiterated that the country is “presently in a condition that has to become stronger so
that it can boost its international relations based on
its national interests”.
He also called for the assistance of the Oil Ministry to the government to overcome problems in the
field of environment.
President Rouhani further appreciated efforts by
officials and staff of the Oil Ministry to meet the energy demands of the nation.

Iran takes over
presidency...
From Page 1
Larijani hoped that the Sudanese parliament
speaker’s visit would contribute to further expansion of ties between Iran and Sudan in areas of mutual interest.
Ezzedin, for his part, hailed the Islamic Republic’s
effort to resolve the existing problems in the Muslim world and expressed hope the PUOICM meeting
could play a positive role in boosting unity among
and solving the problems of Muslim countries.
Sudan welcomes further enhancement of trade
and economic ties with the Islamic Republic, the Sudanese parliament speaker added.
Closer ties with Afghanistan
Also in a Sunday meeting with Afghan Parliament
Speaker Abdul Rauf Ibrahimi, Larijani underlined
the need to forge closer ties with Afghanistan in line
with the mutual interests of both nations.
He pointed to various religious, cultural and historical commonalities between the two countries
and described Afghanistan as a friendly and brotherly country.
The Iranian parliament speaker said the two
countries’ parliaments can play a significant role
in boosting ties, especially in the fields of economy
and trade.
Larijani further referred to terrorism as the main
challenge facing Afghanistan and said the scourge
can be eliminated by adopting proper and logical
policies and approaches along with national resistance against terrorists and their supporters.
He pointed to the history of resistance of the oppressed Afghan nation against aggressors and said
the Iranian nation has always stood by the Afghan
people in their fight against invasion of bullying
powers and have hosted millions of Afghans for
three decades.
Ibrahimi, for his part, termed Iran as a big and
important country in the region and as a friend and
brother for Afghanistan, praising Iran’s support for
Afghanistan.
He appreciated Iran’s initiative to host the
PUOICM meeting, stressing the need for unity
among Muslims and finding sustainable solutions
for the problems plaguing the Muslim world.
Ibrahimi hoped that stability and tranquility will
be restored to Afghanistan through continued assistance of friendly countries like Iran.
Syria crisis
At a Monday meeting with Omani Parliament
Speaker Sheikh Khalid bin Hilal al-Mawali, Larijani
called on political and religious leaders across the
Muslim world to help resolve the Syrian crisis.
“Today, what’s taking place in the Muslim world,
particularly in Syria, is a heart-wrenching tragedy
for which a solution should be found by religious
and political leaders of the Muslim world through
unity and rapport,” he said. On Saturday, negotiations between the Syrian government and the western-backed opposition ended without finding a way
to resolve the conflict, which has dragged on for
nearly three years.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Larijani praised IranOman ties at diplomatic and parliamentary levels
and called for further expansion of bilateral relations
in economic and cultural spheres.
He pointed to the great investment potential for
both Iran and Oman, expressing Majlis’ support for
any joint ventures between the two countries.
The Omani parliament speaker, for his part, lauded Iran as an important Middle Eastern power and
underlined Muscat’s resolve to promote relations
with Tehran, particularly in economic areas.

